
(unlike our friends and 

family), the Lord never 

gets tired of hearing us talk 

to Him. In fact, the more 

we communicate with God, 

the more He confides in us 

(Psalm 25:14, NIV). 

I believe that, working  

together with each other in 

love, and led by the Holy 

Spirit, we will bring the 

light and love of Christ to 

Cobleskill in a new and 

powerful way. We may be 

a small parish, but  

remember the “Feeding of 

the 5,000”? Jesus can do a 

lot with a little, when we  

submit it all to Him. 

All my love, in Christ, 

   Mother Nina  +  

òThe Lord has done great 

things for us, and we are 

filled with joy!ó 

These words from Psalm 

126:3 can only partially 

describe how overjoyed—

and humbled—I am, to 

have been chosen by Saint 

Christopher‟s Church as 

your new Rector. And 

thank you so much for  

welcoming my husband in 

such a friendly way. 

During the two months 

that I guest-preached as a 

candidate for this position,  

led Stations of the Cross, 

shared your Lenten sup-

pers, and spent all of Holy 

Week at St. Chris, it‟s no 

stretch to say I “fell in 

love” with this parish.  

Your faith in, and devotion 

to, our Lord Jesus Christ 

are exemplary—as are your 

love for one another and 

hospitality toward guests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The best thing I heard 

about you before I came: 

òThey love to pray.ó 

Prayer is our most direct 

connection to God, and 

Saint Christopher is venerated by the Roman Catholic, 

Eastern Orthodox and Anglican churches. Although he 

is thought to have lived in the third century AD, almost 

nothing historical is known about him. Legend has it 

that he was a pagan warrior, who, after various  

adventures, was baptized, persecuted for his Christian 

faith, and martyred in Antioch (in present-day Syria).  

Along the way, it is said that the saint once carried a 

small, yet unbelievably heavy little child across a river. 

The Child turned out to be Jesus. His Greek name, 

Christophoros , means ñChrist -Bearer.ò  

He is the patron of 

travelers, especially 

drivers and sailors. 
 

On July 26 , come  

celebrate our parishôs  

patron saint at 10 AMð

and bring a dish to 

share for a potluck 

luncheon after the  

service.   

Invite a friend, neighbor, or stranger!  

  The Rev. Nina George Hacker  

Greetings from Your New Rector  
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Sunday, July 26 is our Patronal Feast Day  
Celebrate Saint Christopherôs Life, and Bring a Dish to Share 

 The Christ-Bearer 
 

J u l y  1 9 ,  2 0 0 9  S U M M E R   V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  1  

D i d  Y o u  K n o w ?  

¶ On Sunday, June 21 , 

when Camden and  

Nicholas Pruiksma made 

their First Communions, 

our attendance of 47 

exceeded Easter‟s—and 

10 kids were present for 

the children‟s message. 

¶ In New York State today, 

less than 15% of people 

are in church on Sunday.  

Another 15%  go once a 

month. That still leaves 

70% whoõre functionally 

ònon-Christiansó—they 

need our loving  

outreach! 

¶ Jo Crum‟s òCake Ladyó 

bakes the yummiest 

cakes! And lovely paint-

ings by her Mom,  

Genevieve Darcy, appear 

on note cards that are  

for sale. See Joanne.  

¶ Talk to Di Iungano, if you 

know someone who 

needs one of the  

beautiful “thinking of 

youó prayer cards she 

designs and sends. 

¶ Pete Abbott makes caring 

visits and takes Home 

Communion to house-

bound members about 7 

times a month. 

Saint Christopherõs 

Church 

Cobleskill, New York 



   P a g e  2  

òWe just knew 

there was 

something 

missing in our 

lives.  

We 

remembered 

what it was, 

when we 

returned to St. 

Christopherõs.ó  

~ Dominick and 

Regina Fragala  

Wardens  

Jim Crum and  

Pete Abbott  

recommend to 

Bishop Love that 

Mtr. Nina be  

installed as our 

new Rector.  

    Friends Return to Church 

Mother Ninaõs Ordination 

and Installation as Our New Rector  

  On June 24, 2009, 

more than 100  

attended our  

Rector‟s ordination 

to the priesthood. As 

guests arrived 

around 6:30 p.m., 

many said they saw a 

full rainbow over the 

church! One took 

this photo of it, from the 

Best Western. 

Many stayed afterward for 

the “five star” reception 

hosted by the parish.  

Revelers feasted on hot 

hors d‟oeuvres, wine, 

and a special cake. The 

parish presented Mother 

Nina with a gift of a 

home Communion kit 
(right).  

Those in attendance 

included some of Nina‟s 

friends and family visit-

ing from Maryland and  

Pennsylvania, priests 

and deacons from the  

Diocese of Albany, and 

ecumenical clergy from 

the Village: The Rev. 

Jennifer Boyd and  

Deacon John Jarvis of 

Zion Lutheran; the Rev. 

Pam Mikel Hayes, from 

the United Methodist 

Church; and Pastor Ray 

Richards, Cobleskill  

Assembly of God.  

The ordination service 

was a glorious offering 

to the Lord, complete 

with incense, full formal 

Anglican procession, 

trumpet and organ  

fanfares, gorgeous  

soprano solos, soaring 

choir music, and  

dynamic preaching by 

Canon Bob Haskell.  

A wonderful time was 

had by all!  

Thanks be to God!  

Jack and Kay were finally 

home, out of rehab, and 

able to return to St. Chris! 

What a joy to see Kay 

walking into church under 

her own power, and 

òsmiling Jackó wheeled in 

by his daughter Mary and  

several family members we 

hadnõt seen in some time. 

Other friends whoõve  

visited or recently  

returned: Dominick and 

Regina Fragala, Pat  

Konjevoda, Barbara Doss, 

and Rembert Herbert.  

This past February,  

parishioners Kay  

Salamida and  

Walter òJackó Clark  

were òacross the hall 

neighborsó at Ellis  

Hospital in 

Schenectady. Kay fell 

and broke her hip 

while chasing an  

errant cat, and Jack 

needed a knee-

replacement.   

Recovery for both was 

extensive ... 

Then in June, both 

 T h e  C h r i s t - B e a r e r  

 

A Sonnet 

by Diane Iungano 

 

Dog-gone-it!  A sonnet!  What is it to 

Be?  My mind is on peace of me±not man. 

A feeling inside which inside-out can 

Expose the me I have found knowing you. 

Should I keep it within?  No!  It knows too 

Ucjj rfc dpccbmk md qcjd,  Kw `cgle «kc¬ 

Glqrc_b md «G¬ k_icq kc rm `c kc _lb 

Turns the inside-out outside-in, which grew 

With living the learning and learning the 

Living; which is me. You let me be me. 

Yes, world±here I am!  I will fill your needs 

While I am here.  Outer strength supersedes 

My quest, yet here I am as one alone± 

Fulfilling, now knowing I am in tone.  



    Sunday School Debuts this Fall  
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       ñChildren are a gift from 

Godò  (Psalm 127:3), and the 

future of our church. That is 

why, at Saint Christopherôs, 

we now have a childrenôs  

message every Sunday, and 

are planning to start  

Sunday School for K 

through 5th Grade, this Fall.  

Starting  

September 13, 

Sunday School will 

be from 9:00 a.m. 

to 9:45 a.m., in the 

Parish Hall.  

Pastor Nina, Trudy 

Pruiksma, and 

Katy Cole will take 

turns teaching a 

Bible-based  

curriculum that 

incorporates  

elements of Godly-

Play-style story  

telling. 

The format will be 

similar to Vacation 

Bible School, with 

15-minute  

increments of 

story telling, 

crafts, and 

sharing / sing-

ing / snacks. 

While the kids 

are learning 

and having fun, 

weôd like to 

have a 45-minute discussion /  

spiritual support group for the 

adults who bring them (and any others 

whoôd like to attend).  

Please pray for our Sunday School 

effort, and see the Rector if you are 

interested in helping to lead the adult 

group on Sundays. 

Church in Lancaster PA, Rick‟s 

hometown. (Nina is a native of 

Chevy Chase, MD.)  Rick was 

the Organist, and Nina was the 

first woman pastor in the 

church‟s 150-year history. Rick 

works full-time in the printing 

business in Schenectady, and is 

Organist at Grace Episcopal 

Richard (òRickó) Hacker and 

Nina George Hacker have been 

happily married 

for fifteen 

years. They 

met when Nina 

was appointed   

Pastor of Ross 

Street United Methodist 

Church in Waterford NY. 

They like to read; listen 

to music; enjoy comedies, 

mysteries, & sci-fi; and 

play Scrabble & mini-golf. 

Rick and Nina are owned 

by two cats, Steinway (12) and Gracie (2). 

We welcome the family to their new home, 

105 Overlook Drive, Cobleskill, in August. 

On July 14, the Archbishop of Canterbury told Englandôs  
General Synod that he óregretsô the decision made by the  
Episcopal Churchôs House of Deputies to overturn the  
Anglican Communionôs moratorium on further consecrations of 
homosexual or lesbian bishops.  
 

Bishop Love pleaded: "We have been asked time and time and 
time again not to do what I fear we are about to do and I was 
amongst almost every bishop in this house that was able to attend Lambeth. It 
was expressed over and over again by many of our brothers and sisters in Christ 
from around the Anglican Communion their concern about us taking the next step. 
That it would not only stress or tear the fabric of our relationshipéif we do this it 
will totally shred ité"  [emphasis added].  

Later that same day, the House of Bishops approved by 95 to 45 (2 abstentions) 

ordaining anyone (no restrictions). ... Whatôs next? God alone knows. Pray hard! 

   An upside-down flag is a universal 
signal for distress. And itôs no secret 

that The Episcopal Church has been in serious 
trouble since 2003.  At GC 2009 (July 6-17),  
Bishop William Love of Albany cautioned those 
assembled: "If we are not extremely careful at 
this convention, we could find ourselves outside 
the Anglican Communion, and that would be a 
tragedy for all of us. My fear is that the Episcopal 

Church destroys itself."  

Our Bishop warned that the consequences would 
be grievous, if GC ó09 ratifies any of the 30  
resolutions advancing Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
and Transgender agendas.  

Bring your 

kids and 

grandkids 

to church! 

Every  

Sunday, 

thereõs a  

childrenõs 

message 

(left), and 

we provide 

Lectionary -

based  

puzzles 

and color-

ing pages 

to make 

learning 

Scripture 

fun.  

  76 th  General Conventionõs Decision: Where will it lead? 

       Spotlight on New Pastorõs Family 

 
Gracie 

(front) and 

Steinway  

(in window)  

Camden (l.) 

and Nicholas 

(r.) Pruiksma 

are our newly -

trained 

acolytes.  

Along with 

Jeanne Giles -

Salamida as 

Gospel -Bearer 

(behind 

Crucifer), they 

served at 

Mother Ninaôs 

Ordination.  

(Crucifer: Our 

guest, George 

Scherck.)  



C: Tyler and Steven—our counselors. 

Tyler is a great story teller. Steve 

played guitar and taught us songs. 

N: We went on nature walks. I saw a 

chipmunk ... 

C: ... and there was a water snake in 

the lake! 

N & C: We did archery. Camden hit a 

bulls‟ eye! 

CB: Since it‟s a church camp, did you 

guys do anything spiritual? 

N: We had devotions, daily ... 

C: ... and “Beaver Blast” every  

afternoon, when we talked about 

God, and learned songs like “Our God 

is a Great Big God.” 

N: We had Play-Doh®, like, “this is 

your life, and you can form it into 

anything you want—but God wants 

your whole life.” 

C & N: Three Sisters of Saint Mary 

visited us with some of their baby 

goats!  

The Christ -Bearer  

interviews Camden 

and Nicholas Pruiksma 

about their week (July 5-11) at 

Diocese of Albany‟s Beaver Cross 

Camp in Greenwich NY: 

CB: What was the best thing 

about your week at camp? 

C: The Zip Line! They hook you to 

a harness and you go flying over 

land and water. It was so fast.  

N: The Food! Nice and greasy. 

Lots of bacon, donuts, desserts, 

ice cream ... 

C: ... quesadillas, and Bar-B-Q! 

CB: What else did you like? 

N: The water trampoline in Sacred 

Heart Lake! 

C: Our kayak flipped over and we 

got stuck in some stinky seaweed. 

N & C: We made new friends. 

There were 13 boys in one lodge.  

CB: We heard that Camden helped some 

of the other kids ... 

C: A younger boy was homesick and  

crying. I tried to make him feel better. 

And one night, Nicholas had a sore throat. 

So I got him to crawl into bed with me, 

and read him stories from our Kids‟ Bible. 

CB: Do you want to go back next year? 

N & C: YES!! ... How about tomorrow? 

Note: Camden thinks heõd like to be a camp 

counselor when heõs older. 

Church address:  

121 Saint Christopher Place 

Cobleskill NY 

 

Mailing Address:  

PO Box 386 

Cobleskill NY 12043-0386 

Church Office:   518-234-3912 

Rector‟s Cell:    240-678-4076 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Saint Christopherõs is a Christ-centered 

church rooted in traditional Christian values. 

We are committed to the authority of Holy 

Scripture, sharing the Good News of Jesus 

Christ, and preserving our unique  

Christian heritage.  

Saint Christopherõs Church 

An Orthodox Parish  

in the Episcopal Diocese of Albany  

  

       òWhere Kids Are Welcome!ó 

 

         Sunday Service 10 AM 

 

  Awesome Fun at Beaver Cross Camp!  

       Camden and Nicholas Pruiksma 

Get your St. Christopherõs Shirt! 

We still have some embroidered 

Polos and Teeõs left, in Navy and 

Royal Blue, assorted adultsõ and 

kidsõ sizes.  Shirts are $10 each. 

Contact the Church Office.  


